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TOWN MEETING REPORT
Rep. Theresa Wood & Rep. Tom Stevens
Thank you for your trust in us. It’s an honor to serve as
your State Representatives. Last year, our work focused on
creating a strong Vermont economy by making childcare
more aﬀordable and accessible for families, expanding
broadband access around the state, and protecting our
environmental assets by funding cleanup of polluted rivers
and lakes. This year, we are focused on putting more
money in Vermonters’ pockets,combating climate change,
and building resilience for our communities. Our priority is
advancing policies that will enable families and
communities to thrive. This newsletter provides an update
on some of the many bills under consideration at the State
House. Please be in touch if you have any questions or
want to discuss issues.

– Tom & Theresa

TAKING CARE OF THE REST OF US
Quite a bit of our work centers around the most vulnerable Vermonters. When we do our work on our respective committees —
Human Services for Rep. Wood and General, Housing and Military Aﬀairs for Rep. Stevens — we are faced with issues and legislation
that addresses some elemental truths about Vermont. We are aging, we have far too many folks not making enough in wages to live
with dignity, we need better services for our children and we need to give Vermonters who are in recovery from addiction a place to call
home while they do their hard work, together with others in the same boat. Let’s take a look at some of the legislation we are working
on during the 2020 session.

OLDER VERMONTERS ACT
We often hear about Vermont’s growing demographic problem in a way that, frankly, places less value on our older citizens. H.611
establishes an Older Vermonters Act that encourages healthy aging and remaining as independent as possible for as long as possible. It
also seeks to put in law an essential “bill of rights” that ensures that policy decisions aﬀecting Older Vermonters will enhance selfdetermination; safety and protection; financial security; optimal health and wellness; social connection and engagement; housing and
transportation; and, family caregiver support.
The bill ensures that the Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living (DAIL) will act as a guiding voice in state government
regarding the needs of older Vermonters. The bill also requires the development of a process to evaluate the Medicaid rates paid to home
and community-based service providers. Other features of the bill include a study committee to examine the issue of self-neglect in older
Vermonters, as well as formal reporting on adult abuse and neglect complaints and investigations.

MINIMUM WAGE AND PAID FAMILY LEAVE
This biennium’s attempt to raise the minimum wage was finally accomplished just prior to Town Meeting, when both the House and Senate
voted to override the Governor’s veto of S.23. This was only the 11th time in the history of Vermont where the General Assembly has
overridden a governor’s veto, and as a result, thousands of Vermonters will see their wages increase over a two year period.
This was a hard fought win, as raising the minimum wage has always been. We can pride ourselves at having a minimum wage that is
higher than many other states, but it is not worth bragging about because it is still insuﬃcient for Vermonters to live on. Those who work
for a living should be able to make a living doing the work they are doing. We understand that some of the smallest businesses may
struggle, but we are concerned that nearly 10% of our workforce is paid the minimum wage, most of them women, and most of them the
primary wage earner in their family. The average age of a minimum wage worker is 38 in Vermont, so we’re not talking about teenagers in
their first jobs, or entry level positions. A substantial number of Vermonters fall behind and require our social safety net to make ends meet,
and that safety net is under constant threat from cuts at both the state and federal level. Both of us voted to override the veto.
We were not able to override the Governor’s veto of H.107, which, for a modest payroll tax to pay for a premium, would have provided
Vermonters — with a focus on lower income Vermonters — an opportunity to receive wage replacement when they needed to take care of
a family member, or when they had a baby, and for a slightly higher premium, an opportunity to receive wage replacement for their own
extended medical leave needs. This was a disappointing loss, as Vermont still relies on unpaid leave to help employees through these
kinds of medical needs, and not enough Vermonters even qualify for that. Both of us supported paid family leave, and, if we are reelected,
we will work to achieve this program next year.
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APOLOGIZING FOR THE VERMONT EUGENICS MOVEMENT
The House General, Housing, and Military Affairs
Committee has worked on a joint resolution that would
apologize and express regret to all Vermonters harmed as
a result of discredited eugenics research, and its
segregation, sterilization and institutionalization policies.
Eugenics was a dark chapter in Vermont history. Members
of Abenaki bands, Vermonters of mixed racial or FrenchCanadian heritage, the poor, and people with disabilities
were targeted. Children were removed from families,
people were incarcerated or institutionalized, family

GLOBAL WARMING SOLUTIONS ACT
The House has spent considerable time focusing on
strategies to address climate change. In February, the
House passed the Global Warming Solutions Act (H688 or
GWSA for short) to build accountability into our systems of
reducing greenhouse gasses.
Climate change is not some distant threat. It is happening
today, and it is accelerating. The 2010s was the hottest
decade on record; the 2000s was the second hottest.
Vermont saw six storms that qualified for FEMA assistance
in the 2000s. In the 2010s the number grew threefold to 18.
We are experiencing more extreme-temperature events,
more power outages, more gully washers, and more ticks
than ever before.
Vermont has set ambitious climate goals, but up until now,
they have lacked teeth. The lack of accountability and
coordination has slowed progress. In fact, far from leading
on climate, Vermont has lagged behind Massachusetts,

UNIVERSAL PRE-K UPDATE
In an eﬀort to give children the best possible opportunity for
success in school, the state implemented access to prekindergarten in 2014. Vermont uses a “mixed delivery”
system that enables parents to choose a private pre-k
provider or a public school pre-k experience. Because of

TOURISM AND MARKETING
Tourism is an important sector of our economy. It ranks as
the second largest industry sector in the state. Recent
trends suggest Vermont is capturing a diminishing share of
the region’s tourism dollars. The importance of tourism to
our communities is clear: 13.5 million visitors, $2.9 billion in
annual spending and 32,484 people employed. The
Administration has requested $500,000 for increased
Tourism and Destination Marketing, $250,000 to promote
outdoor recreation, and an additional $250,000 for tourism
marketing and economic development. This is not without

connections were lost, and the sense of kinship and
community was destroyed. In 2019, UVM issued a
statement of sincere apology for its “unethical and
regrettable” eugenics role. The House is committed to a
Vermont that works for all of us. That means breaking
down structural racism to build a truly just and equitable
society. This resolution is an important opportunity for the
House to apologize for the harm the eugenics movement
caused. We expect to follow this apology — which we
acknowledge is not enough — with legislation that will
work toward the creation of a truth and reconciliation
commission.

Maine, and New York. We are the largest per capita
emitters of greenhouse gas in the Northeast and the only
state whose emissions have increased in the last 30 years.
Massachusetts passed a GWSA law over a decade ago
mandating greenhouse gas reductions. Their emissions
have declined 25 percent while their economy has grown
25 percent. Maine and New York both passed bills last
year.
GWSA lays the foundation for building a future of
resilience, energy transition, and economic development. It
starts by establishing an accountability framework. It also
directs the State to work with community experts to develop
a roadmap for action. Taken together, these action steps
will move our goals into action so we proactively adopt
policy to address climate change.
By passing H.688, the House has provided Vermont a
framework to take thoughtful action to protect our citizens,
reduce our emissions, and prepare for the impacts of
climate change.

enabling parents to choose the best fit for their child, it
meant that both the Agency of Education and Agency of
Human Services had jurisdiction. This has caused some
confusion about roles, rules and responsibilities. The
House Education and Human Services Committees are
working to clarify these roles and to simplify and streamline
oversight and requirements as much as possible.

some controversy. The State Auditor and State Economists
have cautioned it is diﬃcult to measure the impact of
marketing expenditures. On the other hand, the impact of
the marketing activities by the state are measurable,
especially in social media advertising, where they can be
tracked. Putting more funds into this sector may be an
eﬀective way to bring more visitors, and perhaps potential
residents, to Vermont. The House Commerce and
Economic Committee will be assessing marketing
investments as we seek to empower our economy.

TAX AND REGULATION OF CANNABIS
As of this writing, we have given House approval on S.54. 12 committees in the House have weighed in on the
cannabis bill. Now that it has passed the House, it will go back to the Senate for further work, and will likely see
the appointment of a conference committee to work out differences between the House and Senate versions of
the bill.
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